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to many of the old Harthill families, inasmuch .. ne is the grand-
son of the Rev. J. Alderson, formerly Rector of Harthill, and his
visit keeps together the chain of old associations.

A Parisg CHurcH BanD.

When the present Rector came to Harthill he found that two
orthree of his parishioners were more or less proficient violin players,
and he suggested to some of them that they should try to form a
string band. The idea, after eighteen months or so of germination,
seems now likely to grow to something definite, and steps have been
taken during the past month to form a string and wind band in close
connection with the Parish Church, almost all those who have
Joined the band being already Church Workers in some capacity or
another. Instruments have already been ordered, and a meeting of
members is called for an early date in December to frame rules.
Members of our congregation may expect to hear of the band in
more than one sense by the end of the year.

Di1ocESAN INSPECTION.

« The Board Schools were, by permission of the Board, visited
by the Rev. H. Toovey, Diocesan Inspector on November 1, who
examined the children in scripture knowledge, within the limits of the
Education Act. His report, which is very satisfactory, is as follows:

Bovs. Old Testament. Division I. Very good. II. Good.

New Testament . I. Excellent. II. Very good.

Repetition Scripture ,, I. Excellent. II. Excellent.
,» Hymns, &c. ,, I. Excellent. II. Excellent.

Abstracts, &c. 5 V. Very good. IV. Good.

. GEneraL REprorT.—The teaching is very thorough; a -

large amount of ground has been covered, and the revision
of former work has been well kept up. The boys answered
intelligently and readily. The repetition of the Psalms and
Prayers was very good. The singing was excellent.

Girrs. Old Testament. Division I. Good. I1. Very fair.

New Testament. s L. Very fair II. Very good.
Repetition Scripture ,,» L. Excellent II. Ixcellent.

" Hymns, &c. ,, 1. Very good II. Very good.
Abstracts, &c. » L. Very good.

GENERAL Rerort. The girls passed a satisfactory
examination. In the upper division the answers were
intelligent but not uniform. The repetition and singing
were both very good.

InranTs. The little ones were "examined In nine subjects, and
obtained—Very Good in eight, and an Excellent in the
ninth.

GeENERAL REPORT. There is a marked improvement in the
answers this year; the children show more life and know their work
well.  The repetition was also good.
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Foreiecn Missions.

The Annual Sermons in aid of Foreign Missions were preached
on Sunday Nov. 12, by the Rev. J. R. Hill, who was for twenty-nine
years engaged in missionary work at Cawnpore in India. The
offertories amounted to £3 45. 5%d., which was as much as could be
expected in the present scarcity of money. On Monday, Nov. 13,
Mr. Hill gave a lecture on missionary work in India, at 7 p.m.;in
the Boy’s Department of the Board Schools.  The lecture, which
was very interesting, was illustrated by pictures of some of the
“Gods many " of India, drawn by native artists. There was a very
full attendance and the collection amounted to exactly £1.

Notice. All holders of Missionary Collecting Boxes are
requested to leave them at the Rectory not later than Dec. 23.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES.

Christinas Eve. Sunday Dec. 24. The First Evensong of Christ-
mas. Full Choral Service, 6-30 p.m.  Carols will be sung
after Evensong.

Christmas Day. 8-0 a.m., Holy Eucharist. 10-30 a.m., Matins
with Choral Celebration of Holy Eucharist and Sermon,
5-0 p.m., Plain Evensong, no sermon.

The musical part of the Services of Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day will be repeated on Sunday, Dec. 31. Carols in the Church
after Evensong.

A WARNING TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS.

The Rector, being something of an astronomer (at least he
knows the Great Bear from the Pleiades), is anxious at the approach
of the season for children’s parties, to warn all kind Parents, and all
good Aunts and Uncles and God Parents, who entertain children,
that a conjunction of Mars, Saturn, Sirius, and all the most malign
planets, make it MosT UNLUCKY to have children’s parties on a
THURSDAY for the next twenty-five years! TUEsDAY is also an
UNLUCKY day, but THURSDAY is FATAL; and great misfortunes
may be expected by those who neglect this timely warning. The
most FORTUNATE days for children’s parties are Monday, Wednesday,
and Saturday, all may be expected to go well with children on these
days.

Ertracts from (Darish Registers,

HOLY BAPTISMS.
Nov. 12. John Thomas, son of R. A. and A. J. Goodall, Fir Vale.
12. William Sanderson, son of S. C. and A. Dannatt, Welbeck.
BURIALS.
Nov. 21. May Peat, Fir Vale, aged 5 months.
25. Mary Laking, Fir Vale, aged 44 years.
26. Ellen Haslehurst, Harthill, aged 65 years



